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The Basis off EducationWe hope all parents read the results 
of the fourth grade test on reading 
recently released by the state. Between 
30% and 40% of the students tested are 
in trouble. This is frightening because if 
students cannot read on the proper grade 
level by the time they are in the third 
grade, they are doomed to a lifetime of 
frustration and underachievement in 
almost every situation they will 
encounter.

The parents of those students who 
took the test will be provided with their 

£ £  child’s individual scores by their school 
day district. Students who do not measure up 

to the standard will need help. Districts 
are being left to ponder how they can pro
vide this extra help, and how they will 
fund it.

Parents must be willing to dedicate 
the time and effort to work with their own

children in teaching them how to read. 
Unfortunately, many parents have diffi
culty reading themselves. They are part 
of the generation brought up under the 
whole language method of reading.

Before the late fifties, most students 
were taught to read phonetically. Rough
ly speaking, phonics involves the sound
ing out of letters, and letter combinations 
or blends. From the basic foundation of 
26 letters and approximately 44 sound 
combinations, a student can be taught to 
recognize any word, sound out that word, 
and decode its meaning within the con
text of a sentence, paragraph of page of 
written text.

Through redundant exercises, those 
students learned their sounds and how to

put the letters together to form these 
sounds. It was tedious. It was drudgery, 
but it worked.

Over the last four decades, phonics 
has been dumped in favor of the whole 
language method. Whole language was 
designed to immerse students in reading 
as part of every aspect of instruction. It 
assumes too greatly that the student pos
sesses ample meaning and background 
knowledge of how language works.

Whole language was an experiment 
in social engineering that has not been as 
successful as expected. The educational 
and political establishments, instead of 
accepting failure, have pushed ahead, 
ignoring the results of years of testing.

The most recent results show us that

our students have a 30% to 40% failure 
rate. This tells us loud and clear what we 
have been doing has been wrong, at 
least for a large portion of students. With
out acting, we have doomed many of our 
children to failure.

We encourage parents, whose chil
dren are having trouble reading, to get 
their children help from professionals 
who specialize in phonetic methods.

For parents who will have children 
heading off to elementary school for the 
first time, invest in the home reading pro
grams that are based on phonics. It will 
give the children the head start they will 
need and an ability to read by the time 
they start first grade.

We can no longer act like ostriches. 
We must not ignore the obvious. This sit
uation must be corrected.

And why rfDt?

Two Annual Pleas
This is the 26th year we have plead

ed with the various town governments 
throughout Suffolk County to enter into a 
reciprocal beach permitting system with 
companion towns.

Except for Brookhaven Town, no 
other town has beaches located on both 
the ocean and the Sound.

Without reciprocal beach permits, 
you cannot enjoy the ocean beaches if 
you live on the North Shore. And, if you 
live on the South Shore, you cannot take 
advantage of the Long Island Sound 
beaches.

Both beach fronts are beautiful, 
unique and different as is the salinity and 
temperature of the waters. The contours 
of the beaches range from absolute 
sand on the South Shore to stunning 
rock and boulder configurations predom
inately found on the North Shore.

- Reciprocal permits would not be a
financial burden on any individual town.
Yet, area residents would be able to dou
ble their recreational opportunities. Why
can't common sense prevail?

Speaking of common sense, we 
should use it, especially pertaining to the 
influx of traffic we will be experiencing 
this summer. Courtesy pertains to both 
residents and visitors.

Over the years we have observed 
more aggressive behavior during the 
summer months in both natives and vis
itors. This particularly manifests itself on

the roads; traffic increases and it takes 
us longer to get from one place to anoth
er. None of us are going to get there any 
faster by driving recklessly or being dis- 

. courteous. Tailgating, flashing lights, 
horn blowing and verbal abuse will not 
move the traffic faster than the slowest 
vehicle. Crossing over double lines tp 
pass, or passing on the right are only 
recipes for an early funeral or a huge 
medical bill.

We know that at times it is difficult to 
be polite and courteous when in the 
company of obnoxious, rude and arro
gant people. You want to do onto others 
as they are doing onto you.

But try a bit of humor. When some
one approaches you with a scowl on his 
or her face, ask them, “Isn’t it a wonder
ful day to smile?” If someone tries to 
push ahead of you in line, simply smile 
and say, “That’s what I love about the 
country — everyone is polite and courte
ous. Do not you agree?”

There are all kinds of fast come 
backs that you can make to give a tense 
situation a little levity.

Let us keep in mind that even the 
most obnoxious of visitors are our 
guests. A little humor, a little courtesy 
may help them to leave their attitudes in 
Manhattan and enjoy what they come 
here for.

Be aware. They're here.
And why not?

Get Rid off Additives
A couple of years back, the federal 

government ordered that a chemical, 
MTBE, be added to gasoline. At the time 
it was claimed the chemical would aid the 
environment. As an oxygenating com
pound it was supposed to make gasoline 
bum more completely, thus reducing pol
lution.

A recent survey disclosed that MTBE 
had insignificant and negligible effects 
and did not improve air quality; in fact, it 
may be a detriment to the ecology and 
have bad side effects.

Give 
piecemeal 
a chance.

Two Faces of the Clock

The additive added a cent or two per 
gallon to the cost of gasoline. We noted 
on our own car it also had a side effect of 
reducing gas mileage. Some other dri
vers to whom we spoke, who systemati
cally check their mileage, indicated they 
we^e getting the same results.

The EPA should drop the require
ment for this additive before the start of 
the next winter season. For once, the 
bureaucracy should move fast and bring 
us relief before winter.

And why not?

Under New York law, the state budget 
is supposed to be adopted by midnight on 
March 31, every year. The state’s legisla
tive leaders circumvented this law by 
stopping the legislative clock at 11:59 
p.m. on March 31, 1999.

Technically, April 1 has not arrived in 
Albany. And, for the past two months, leg
islators have not received paychecks. No 
work, no pay. The exception is that obvi
ously state government must continue to 
operate and non-elected state employees 
continue to receive their paychecks.

The problem is that legislators' failure 
to adopt a budget has ramifications that 
go beyond Albany. School districts and 
contract agencies have not received state 
aid or funding since the clock was 
stopped. The bad face of the clock is that 
school districts and agencies have had to 
borrow against their anticipated state 
funds. This will raise homeowners’ taxes 
because monies will have to be spent 
unnecessarily on interest.
,

On the good face of the clock is Gov
ernor George Pataki’s refusal to give in to 
Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver’s 
demands to spend not only the surplus 
money, but to spend more than is antici
pated to be raised through the current 
taxing systems.

In some previous years, Pataki gave 
in to Silver and accepted his budget. Sur
pluses that could have been used to 
reduce taxes were spent on a host of 
nonessential programs.

By law, the legislature will not receive 
paychecks until the budget is passed, so 
the pressure is building for a quick com
promise. Pataki has indicated he will hold 
out as long as necessary to achieve a 
prudent budget.

We will see if he is a man of his word 
or if he will give in at the eleventh hour 
and accept a pork barrel budget.

We expect him to stand his ground 
and deliver his promise.

And why not?
i  x 4 t,z f.i i7 H ».*<, i n n l  fo  3 r s i r  t  c i i  1!



• SUFFOLK LIFE NEWSPAPERS Q 5 NF>Wednesday, June 9,1999

o Wi llmotts & W hy N ots
David J. Willmott Sr., Editor

The Good and Bad Of A First Year
T h e  first y e a r  u n d er th e  thum b of the  

Long Island 'P o w e r  Authority (L IP A ) has  

b e e n  in teresting .

A s p rom ised  by our s ta te  politicians  

a n d  L IP A  ch a irm a n  R ich ie  K esse l, the  

ra tep ayers  of Long Is land  h a v e  seen  a  seri

ous reduction  in th e ir e lectric  rates, but at 

w h a t cost?

By selling additional bonds through  

W all S tree t, L IP A  borrow ed  th e  m o n ey  to 

reduce th e  ra tes , w h ich  is fine until those  

b o « | f c ia v e  to  b e  paid  b ack  with accum u- 

la te c m te re s t .

K esse l a lso  prom ised  to  w ork with  

local g o ve rn m e n t an d  school districts to 

e a s e  th em  a w a y  from  th e  P IL O T  (paym ent 

in lieu of ta x e s ) funds th a t L IL C O  o n ce  paid  

on a  reg u lar b as is . B ut instead  of working  

with local officials, L IP A  has  pursued  litiga

tion ag a in s t S uffo lk  C ou n ty  in an  a ttem pt to  

co llect o v e r $ 4 0 0  million th a t w a s  paid  last 

y e a r in P IL O T  m oney.

L IP A  a g re e d  not to  pursue  th e  co llec

tion of m o n e y  L IL C O  c la im ed  it w a s  ow ed  

b e c a u s e  o f p ro p erty  o v e r-a s s e s s m e n ts  

b efo re  th e  c o m p a n y  w a s  p u rchased  by the  

s ta te -o w n ed  utility, ex c e p t fo r th e  $ 1 .2  bil

lion s e ttlem en t plus in terest on L IL C O ’s

S h o re h a m  n u c lea r p o w er plant.
- ;jr*

K essel c laim s LIPA has done Suffolk  

residents a  favor by reducing the S hore- 

ham  debt from  $ 1 .2  billion to $ 6 2 5  million.

W h a t he neglects to  m ention is that 

LIP A  “fo rg ave” all of N as s a u ’s o ver-assess 

m ents, and  g ave  N assau  residents a  h igh

er refund than  Suffolk. In addition, he keeps  

ignoring the  fact that th e  state  legislation, 

w hich crea ted  LIPA, specifically prohibits 

LIP A  or an y  o ther ag ency  or utility from  col

lecting on any  of those certiorari settle 

m ents.

D esp ite  this, he and th e  LIPA trustees  

continue to fight Suffolk for m oney th a t is 

not du e  them . T h e y  keep  w asting  ra tepay

e r m o n ey  on high-priced law yers and  forc

ing S uffo lk C ounty  to spend  additional 

m o n ey  on its d e fense.

K essel has gone on an d  on about how  

S uffolk C ounty  should stop being aversari- 

al w ith L IPA and  th a t S ho reh am  should be  

put behind us all.

W ell, R ich, that is a  good idea and  w e  

hope that you and  th e  L IP A  trustees will 

m a k e  it a  goal in your second  y ear to  be  

less litigious w h en  it co m es to Suffolk resi

dents, th a t you a g re e  to perm anently  put 

S ho reh am  behind us all by w ithdrawing  

from  the law suits and  ap pea ls  you have

Court Overrules 
Legislative Intent

Last D ecem ber, th e  N e w  York S ta te  

Leg is la ture  w an ted  to in crease the salaries  

of its m em b ers  by a lm ost a  third. G overnor 

G e o rg e  P atak i ag re e d  to th ese  increases  

providing th e  legislators ag re e d  that, if the  

budget w a s  not p assed  by M arch  3 1 ,1 9 9 9 ,  

the ir sa la ries  w ould  be  suspended . Upon  

p a s s a g e  of th e  b u dg et, th e  leg islators  

w ould  b e  paid  retroactively.

E very  leg islator w ho  took office on J an 

uary  1, 1 9 9 9  accep ted  this condition of 

em p lo ym en t a s  a  provision of his or her 

contract w ith th e  peop le  of th e  S ta te  of N ew  

York.

In January , th e  governor proposed a  

budget. T h e  leg is lature an d  its lead ers  had  

th ree  m onths to d e b a te  it. Instead  of getting  

dow n to serious negotiations, th ey  sat on 

th e ir duffs a n d  p layed  politics. It is th e  fault 

of th e s e  legislators that they  did not com e  

up w ith a  budget through honest and pro

ductive negotiations.

N o w  th ey  arrogan tly  c la im  that th e  sus

pension of the ir sa laries  has den ied  them  

an d  the ir fam ilies  n e e d e d  m edica l care  and  

has cau sed  undue personal hardship. T h ey  

a rg u e d  th a t th e  n o n p a y m e n t o f th e ir  

sa laries  is a  w e a p o n  being used by th e  gov

ern o r to  fo rce  th e  p a ssag e  of the governor’s 

budget.

T h is  is pure  hogw ash, but th e  courts  

h a v e  bought into it an d  ruled in favor of the  

legislators —  th e  very  s a m e  peop le w ho  

supported  this m e a s u re  last year.

T h e  governor is ap pealing  th e  court’s 

decision . T h e  governor should arg u e  that 

this w a s  a  know n provision of th e  legisla

tors’ em p lo ym en t contract. N o  legislator

had to accep t the job; they  w ere  free  to 

refuse it.

B ecau se  there  is no budget in p lace, 

school districts and special agencies are  

forced to borrow against the belief that the  

state  aid  will be  forthcom ing. T h e  banks are  

all too willing to lend the  districts m oney and  

collect the  interest-paym ents.

Legislators w ho a re  crying poverty can  

do exactly  the  sam e. W h e n  the budget is 

passed, they  will get their paychecks. T h ey  

can  p ledge these paychecks as collateral 

and  there  is not a  b anker from  Buffalo to 

M ontauk w ho would withhold a  loan with 

this kind of collateral.

T h e  leg is la to rs  a re  th e  m en  an d  

w om en  w e  e lected  to m ake  state govern 

m ent work. T h ey  have failed in their respon

sibilities. W h y  shouldn’t they  have to feel 

th e  pain the  sam e  w a y  th e  citizens and the  

taxp ayers  do?

T h e  N ew  York S ta te  budgetary process  

has been  a  d isgrace for 15 years. O n ce  in 

Albany, the  legislators as  a  whole do not 

give a  whit about their constituents. It is 

business as  usual; going a long to get along. 

O nly  now  that they  a re  personally being  

affected  have they  taken  action. It is action  

fo r the w rong reasons. It is self serving and  

vio lates the spirit of the pay agreem ent.

T h e  legislators should not be ab le to 

have  it both w ays. T h ey  a re  cheating the  

people. T h e  last thing w e  need  is represen 

tatives in A lbany w ho are  dishonest. Pataki 

should argue hard on this appeal and while  

in court find a  w ay  to throw  out the legisla

tors’ raises.

A nd w hy not?

filed against Suffolk.

A n o th e r goal fo r th e  seco n d  y e a r  

would be to honestly provide a  m echan ism  

for real com petition. LIPA’s “Long Island  

C ho ice” program  offered the  businesses  

and residents of Long Island nothing new. 

K eyS p an  and  C on Edison h ave  offered  

e m p ty  p ro m ises  th rough  th is p ro g ram  

b ecause  they  cannot provide any  real com 

petition against LIPA b ecause  of LIPA’s 

exorb itan t transm ission  an d  distribution  

charges.

Long Island C ho ice  is a  good public 

relations ploy that has a  long w a y  to go  

before the ra tepayers  will benefit.

O n e  w a y  LIPA could provide true com 

petition for all o f Long Island is to convince  

our state  representatives to pass legislation  

that w ould  prohibit exit fees  from  being  

im posed on utility costum ers w ho w ish to  

switch from  one com pany to another.

R epublican  S tate  S en a to r O w en  John

son of B abylon prom ised to introduce and  

support such legislation, as did D em ocratic  

A ss e m b ly m a n  S te v e n  E n g le b rig h t o f

S etau ke t. T h e  tw o  have  w orked  to g eth er  

on th e  legislation an d  expect p a s s a g e  w ith 

in th e  next co up le  o f w eeks . T h e s e  tw o  

state  legislators should be  com plim ented  

for the ir effort to  protect th e  s ta te ’s ra tep ay 

ers.

T h e re  w ould  b e  little th a t could hold 

this legislation back  if L IP A  en do rsed  it and  

convinced o th er sta te  officials to do the  

s a m e . R ich ie K essel has a lw ays  touted  

him self as  a  c o nsu m er advoca te . H e re  is a  

c le a r opportunity fo r him  to  d em o n stra te  to 

the public th a t he is on th e  s ide  of th e  con 

sum er. H e  has prom ised  L IP A  w ould  not 

im pose a n y  ex it fees . T h e  p rob lem  is that 

he can  b e  rep laced  as  ch a irm an  of LIPA  

and  th e  trustees  can  b e  rep laced  a s  well. 

T h e ir  p rom ise  m e a n s  nothing to an o th er  

board  of trustees . -

If R ich ie  K essel an d  th e  current L IPA  

trustees  truly w an t to  accom plish  g rea t 

th ings in the ir second  year, cut the  litigation  

an d  p rom ote  real com petition  by banning  

exit fees .

A nd w h y  not?

Political Solution
to A Real Problem

L eg is la to r Jo sep h  C a ra c a p p a  last 

w eek  introduced a  bill to address the  prac 

tice of hiring im m igrants w ho gather in 

Farm ingville seeking work. C ara c a p p a  pro

posed that any contractor w ho stops and  

solicits em p loyees will be in violation of the  

law.

T h ere  is no question that the im m i

grants w ho gather in Farm ingville a re  a  

problem  to the  com m unity. T h e  problem  is 

as m uch about perception as  it is about 

reality.

C aracap p a  claim s this is not an  anti

im m igrant bill. H e  is doing it to protect the  

safety and  w elfare  of those seeking work. 

O n e  im m igrant w as slightly injured in an  

accident w hen  he ran in front of a  car, and  

C aracap p a  is using this to justify his bill. H e  

claim s it is a  safety m easure . Th is  is a  dis

guise for raw  prejudice. It has nothing to do  

with safety. It’s a  political solution to a  real 

problem .

T h e  C ity of G len  C o ve  attem pted a  

sim ilar dodge and it w a s  thrown out as

unconstitutional. G len  C o ve  then  did the  

right thing —  which w e  had  suggested  in an  

editorial on the  subject a  fe w  m onths back. 

T h ey  estab lished  a  hiring hall w h ere  con 

tractors could list the ir ava ilab le  jobs. W o rk 

ers  could m ee t in an  orderly  fashion and  

a g re e  upon term s and  conditions. C on trac 

tors would h ave  to  provide copies of their 

licenses and  prove that th ey  a re  leg itim ate

ly in business. Im m igrant w orkers would  

h a v e  to  sh ow  identification  a n d  g reen  

cards. T h e  contractors w ould  b e  com pelled  

to w ithhold th e  appropria te  taxes . Th is  

would be an  orderly process.

In the past, C ara c a p p a  h a s .s h o w n  

com m on sen se  but he has co m e up very  

short on this one. It’s not too late fo r him  to 

redeem  him self with his constituents and  

the  residents at large.

C ara c a p p a  should w ithdraw  his bill and  

subm it a  bill creating  a  hiring hall or a  hiring 

a re a  convenient to th e  contractors and  the  

w orkers but outside of a  residential a rea .

A nd w hy not?
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A Dog's Best Friend —  Cat's Too
O v e r  th e  p as t 3 0  y e a rs , m o re  than  

2 0 ,0 0 0  d o g s  a n d  c a ts  fo u n d  a  h aven  
fro m  im p e n d in g  d e a th  a t th e  K en t A n i
m al S h e lte r  in C a lv e rto n .

T h e  s h e lte r  p ro v id ed  a  life lin e  for 
do g s  a n d  c a ts  th a t w e re  put up for 
a d o p tio n , a b a n d o n e d  or c o n s id e re d  

d is ca rd s . A t K e n t th e y  find a  w o n d e r 
fu l, lov ing  s ta ff th a t p ro v id es  c a re , 
n o u ris h m e n t, lo ve  a n d  d o e s  eve ry th in g  
in its p o w e r to  un ite  th e s e  a n im a ls  w ith  
p ro p e r o w n e rs .
^ a iiT h ro u g h o u t th e  y e a rs , w e  p e rs o n 
a l  h a v e  a d o p te d  d o g s  o u t o f K ent, 
ran g in g  fro m  a  s h a g g y  m utt w h o  p ro 
v id e d  h er o w n e rs  w ith  a b s o lu te  love, 
tru s t a n d  p ro te c tio n , to  ou r curren t 
do g , B ea r, a  b ig , lo v a b le , c h o c o la te  
L a b ra d o r w h o  h a d  b e e n  a b u s e d  by his 

p re v io u s  o w n e rs . W h e n  B e a r  c a m e  to  
us a t tw o  y e a rs  of a g e  h e  w a s  a  sor- 
ro w fu ls ig h t. H e  h a d  a  g ra y  m u z z le  like  
a  1 0 -y e a r  o ld  a n d  d id n ’t e v e n  h a v e  th e

Kent Celebrates 30th Anniversary
ab ility  or th e  d e s ire  to  w a g  his ta il. H e  
cou ld  not bark; his vo ca l cords w e re  
im p a ire d , w e  s u s p e c t, fro m  th e  

im p ro p e r use  of an  e lec tro n ic  tra in ing  
collar.

W ith  g e n tle  loving c a re  he has  
tu rn e d  out to  b e  o n e  o f th e  best dogs  
w e  h a v e  e v e r  h ad . T h o u s a n d s  of o th er  
p e o p le  h a v e  e x p e r ie n c e d  the  s a m e  joy  
from  ad o p tin g  o n e  of K e n t’s visitors.

T h e s e  dogs an d  c a ts  ran g e  from  
p u re  b re ed s  to  the  H e in z  5 7  varie ty . All 
a d o p te e s  h a v e  b e e n  n e u te re d  or 
s p a y e d . T h e y  h a v e  re c e iv e d  th e ir la t 
es t sho ts  a n d  h av e  b e e n  w o rm ed . 
T h e y  h ^ v e  b e e n  c h e c k e d  by a  v e te r i
n arian  a'nd a re  read y  for n ew  o w n ers .

If you  a re  serio u s ly  considering  
acq u irin g  a  dog or a  ca t as  a  pet, w hy  

buy a  p u re  b re ed  o r a  dog from  a  
p u p py  mill th a t m ay  h a v e  b ee n  poorly

Think Before You Act
In the w ake of Columbine, Congress is 

considering enacting a  new set of gun 

laws. T hey are acting out of emotion, 
responding to a spin by the m edia and the 
liberal gun control advocates.

M ore than 100  million responsible  
Am ericans own a firearm. The  most com 
mon are shotguns and rifles which are  
used for hunting and the popular sports 
shooting.

M any citizens own pistols for their own 

protection. Som e are m anagers who must 
transport large sums of cash. Others are in 

the professions w here their lives have  
been threatened. In som e states, it is legal 
to carry a  firearm and, ironically, in those 
states attacks on people have dropped.

In the United States, there are factions 
that do not believe that any law-abiding cit

izen should be able to possess a firearm. 
The Second Am endm ent of our Constitu
tion gives us the constitutional right to bear 

arms. The anti-gun faction knows that an 

attem pt to repeal the Second Am endm ent 
is highly improbable. They have set their 
goals lower. T hey are  attempting to use the 
law to take guns aw ay from honest citi
zens. They want to compile a  national reg
istry of every gun owner and of every gun. 
They w ant to impose federal licensing of all 
firearms. They w ant to impose a  tax that 
would be set by the bureaucracy on the 
licensing and possession of firearms. Once  
they have the right to set these fees, they  
can raise them  so high that people will no 

longer be able to afford to own a firearm.
Several years ago, the Brady Bill was  

passed, requiring a background check on 

individuals before they could purchase a 
firearm . Unfortunately, the bureaucracy  

was not able to effectively or efficiently con
duct these checks. O ther provisions of the 
bill m ade it a  federal crime to display a gun 
in the commission of a crime, to actually 

shoot the gun or to injure or kill som eone in 
the commission of a  crime. Violations of 
these laws carried m andatory sentencing,

including execution of anyone who used a 
gun in the commission of a crime where 

som eone was killed.
The National Rifle Association, a gun 

ow ner’s association, strongly supported 
and actively lobbied for these common 
sense, mandatory, sentencing provisions.

But again, the federal government has 
dropped the ball. Although there are thou
sands of crimes which have been commit
ted that meet the criteria for federal prose
cution, less than a dozen have been pros
ecuted under the federal laws. There are 
hundreds of other laws on the books both 

on the federal and state levels; yet, this 
stops no one from illegally buying or using 
a firearm. W hy aren’t these laws being 
enforced?

Colum bine revved up the anti-gun  

crowd which has consistently ignored the 

fact that the perpetrators also set off 
bombs that injured people. If those bombs 
had been more strategically placed they 

would have killed hundreds.
A few  days after the Colum bine  

tragedy, a  New  Jersey man butchered his 
wife and children with a knife. Nary a howl 
of protest was heard. W asn’t the knife just 
as lethal as the gun?

All the laws on the books will not take  
guns out of the hands of criminals. Our 

best bet is to have realistic laws mandating 
training and the understanding of 
weapons. Laws that are vague and subject 
to interpretation place too much power in 
the hands of the bureaucrats, and such 
power can be used to diminish our free 
doms.

If som eone does not choose to own a  
gun that is his or her choice. The Constitu
tion gives, to those who choose to own a 
weapon, the right to do so. Don’t let your 

freedoms be given away, taxed away or 
eroded in any way. Contact your congress
man and dem and that he oppose the gun 
bill currently before Congress.

And why not?

bred? K ent a n d  the  o th e r a n im a l s h e l
te rs  h av e  hun dred s  of dogs a n d  cats  
a v a ila b le  fo r adoption .

Y es, th ey  do c h e ck  on yo u r b a c k 
ground  to m a k e  sure  you  can  p rovide  
a p ro p er h o m e. A nd  th e y  a sk  fo r a  
sm all donation  to  c o v e r s o m e  of th e  
costs of ve t c a re  fo r th e  dog.

T h e  p erso n n e l a t K ent w o rk  th e re  
out of love. T h e y  tru ly c a re  a b o u t a n i
m als  an d  w a n t to  m a k e  a  d iffe re n c e  in 
this ind ifferen t w orld . K en t is sup p o rt
ed  by a  fou n d atio n  a n d  the  con trib u 
tions from  the  com m unity . It n ee d s  
e v e ry  d o lla r it can  get.

If you  w o u ld  like to  a tte n d  a  fu n d 
ra ise r th is  s u m m e r th a t will tru ly  m a k e  
you fe e l g ood, K ent is sp o n so rin g  its 
a n n iv e rs a ry  p arty  a t P a lm e r  V in e y a rd s  

on th e  N orth  F o rk  on Ju ly  3 1 . T h e  
e v e n in g  is en title d  “A  T a s te  o f the  

N orth  F o rk .” It p ro m ises  to  b e  a  g re a t  
party  a n d  it is fo r a  w o n d erfu l c a u s e . 
T h is  fun d  ra ise r is w o rth y  o f y o u r s u p 
port. T h e  fo lks  a t K en t h a v e  b ee n  g iv 
ing to  th e  co m m u n ity  fo r 3 0  y e a rs . It is 
o u r turn to  g ive  back.

W e  s a lu te  th e  K en t A n im a l S h e lte r  
a n d  its d e d ic a te d  p erso n n e l fo r th e ir  
love  a n d  h u m an ity  fo r d o g s , ca ts  an d  
p eo p le .

A n d  w h y  not?

Picking th e  P r e s id e n t . . . Htf,cAmmzsr\
W  CALIFORNIA PRIMARY \  
AMOVING UP TO MARCH' 

m m  BUCKS! 
PUYTl/TlMF! 

dCFJPYCU 
CAN GET MY
attention!

Happy Father's Day
M any of Suffolk’s dads should be 

extra proud of their offspring this Father’s 
Day. Their children took the time to nomi
nate them for Suffolk Life’s Father of the 
Year.

O ur staff had a  difficult time picking 
the winners as almost every letter gave a  

very substantial reason .why the writer’s 
dad should be singled out for this honor.

Most m en do not show very much 
sentimentality. It is not normally encour
aged by our culture. M en, even sensitive 

men, are brought up to appear tough, to 
roll with the punches and not allow them 
selves to display too much emotion. They  
are often brought up to believe that the 
responsibilities for the family are on their 
shoulders.

M any men work 60  to 70  hours per 
w eek at their primary jobs; others work 

two jobs to try and m ake ends meet. They  
also have their homes to maintain and  
want to spend time with their, children. 
Today, roles have changed to som e  
degree and many more wom en are con

tributing financially to the home.
W e are living in an on-the-go society  

w h ere  luxuries a re  now  considered  

necessities. M any of us consider this trag
ic, but w e  are powerless to change the 
direction of a  culture that is snowballing. 
W e have to learn to live w ith life as it is.

Even with all the dem ands that are  
placed upon m en, m any find the tim e to 

be good listeners, to enco u rag e , to 
explain, to teach and, yes, to discipline. 
Most importantly, they love their children. 

T h ey  may not overly dem onstrate that 
love but it is there.

As you reflect on Father’s Day, think 
about those thankless sacrifices your dad  
has m ade for you. Although it is too late to 
nominate him to be Suffolk Life’s Father  

of the Year, it is not too late for you to 
rem em ber him with a surprise gift, a  note 
that you wrote, a  phone call or a  big hug 

and kiss.
Just rem em ber him and thank him. 

H e ’ll appreciate it.
And why not?
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W illmotts & W hy N ots
David J. Willmott Sr., Editor

fe d s  T e ll N ew  Y ork - C hange R ules o r lo s e  th e  Ju ice
Special education programs in New 

York State schools have grown at an 
alarming rate. The federal government has 
taken note and ordered the state to 
change the rules or lose up to $335 million 
in federal special education funding.

New York State qualifies a much high
er percentage of children for special edu
cation than other states. Is it need or 
greed? The feds think it is greed and want 
New York to rein in its program.

In examining school spending, Suffolk 
Life reported almost a decade ago that 
special education on Long Island was out 
of control. Although we had only 13% of 
the .te’s population, we were absorbing 
more than 75% of state special education 
dollars.

Further investigation revealed that 
those who administered tests to determine 
eligibility were also the providers of the

To S pray Or
The state is considering legislation 

that would require homeowners to give 
their surrounding neighbors a 48-hour 
notification when they intend to spray 
their property with chemicals. Pesticides 
are chemicals for lawn, tree and shrub 
care that reportedly can contain cancer- 
causing agents.

Just about everybody in suburbia 
wants the greenest lawn and a bug-free 
environment. The wholesale application 
of chemicals may make your lawn and 
shrubs look green, but what good is it if 
the green is over your head because you 
are dead from the side effects?

Personally, we would just as soon 
see Mother Nature take her course, turn
ing the grass green in the spring. If some 
bugs want to have a free meal, so be it.

remedial services. Children were not being 
independently tested and were being 
placed in inappropriate programs. Some 
students could have been kept in normal 
classroom environments'.

The special agencies that provide the 
services are generally independent of the 
schools. They are in the business of pro
viding special services. The more students 
they service the higher their income.

Children placed in special education 
programs are labeled for life. The costs of 
these programs are often 100% more than 
the tuition paid for a regular school. Spe
cial education is legitimately needed by 
some students. These are the ones who 
are severely disabled, but can function 
with the proper training. There are those 
students vyho are so severely disabled and 
will never be able to function in society.

There are students with minor impair-

Not To Spray
If you allow the birds and insects to sur
vive, they will keep the pest populations 
controlled.

Sure, once in a while you are going 
to have to seed and give your grass and 
shrubs a push with a light dusting of fer
tilizer, but organic material is always an 
option.

If each of us decides we would pre
fer to be on Mother Nature’s side instead 
of the undertakers by limiting our use of 
chemicals and pesticides, we would be 
joining hands together to make Long 
Island an environmentally safe place to 
live.

Do you value your health more than 
the greenest lawn in the neighborhood? 
The choice is yours.

And why not?

The Games They Play
There is a game elected officials 

play in your hometown which is wast
ing thousands of dollars of your hard 
earned cash. The game goes like this. 
The current town board does not have 
the funds to meet the needs of the 
po litic ians who run the town. The 
politicians do not want the voters to 
know that they have over-spent and 
might have to borrow money; so, they 
use the back door. They have the 
assessors determ ine property values 
at the highest possible figure.

This is what Brookhaven Town did 
with Shoreham. LILCO sued and won 
the devastating $1.2 billion certiorari 
award. The same scenario takes place 
in every town on both private and 
commercial properties.

Landowners who are aware of 
this, e ither file certiorari grievances or 
they sue the town for being over
assessed. Hom eowners have been 
w inn ing  more and more certio rari 
suits, forcing the town to reduce their

tax assessment and refund the land 
owners for the over-assessment. The 
same holds true on commercial prop
erties, except the numbers are much 
greater.

The towns are faced with paying 
back the over-assessments with inter
est, which is wasted tax money. To 
cover these charge-backs, the towns 
are often forced to bond out these 
expenses. This results in more wasted 
money and diminishes the credit wor
thiness of the municipality and that 
means even higher interest rates and 
unnecessary borrowing in the future.

This little game is bad govern
ment. It costs all of us higher assess
ments and wasted taxes.

This coming November, assessors 
as well as council members and 
supervisors will be running for office. 
Voters should ask those candidates 
about these issue and get a commit
ment that it will stop.

And why not?

ments who have been warehoused in 
these programs. They have minor disabili
ties such as speech impairments or a 
slight hearing or other sight problems, but 
some of those problems can be corrected 
with glasses, hearing aides, or remedial 
services without locking the students into 
a lifetime of special education. Such stu
dents receive little benefit and they are a 
drain on the system.

The feds recognize that New York 
State has been too liberal with this pro
gram and has threatened to cut off funding 
within two months unless the rules for 
qualifying are changed.

State governments have a history of 
listening to the special interest groups. 
The teachers’ unions and their affiliates, 
the special education providers have very 
strong lobbies. Even though it would have 
been right, the legislature has not bucked 
them and instead has rolled over to their 
demands.

The feds have now stepped in and 
told them to change the rules or we will 
end the juice. This will hurt the children 
who are legitimately in need. It’s time for 
the governor and the legislature to fish or 
cut bait.

And why not?

A Shining Exam ple 

B erger To R etire
In the swamp of politics and govern

ment there occasionally arises a bright ray 
of sunshine, a true public servant. For 
years, Suffolk Life has considered the 
Republican Commissioner of the Board of 
Elections, Gerald Berger, such a shining 
light. Suffolk County will lose this fine gen
tlemen on July 4, Independence Day, to 
retirement.

We first met Berger when he was 
deputy commissioner at the Board of Elec
tions. He was deputy only in name. He ran 
the Republican side of the office. Tradition
ally, the commissioner has been a political 
hack, more absent then present and, when 
present, because of a lack of knowledge 
about how the office functioned, more in the 
way than not.

When Berger’s predecessor 
announced he was leaving, it appeared that 
history would repeat itself, but pressure built 
for Berger to be appointed. The county 
Republican leader at that time was Howard 
DiMartini. He put aside politics and appoint
ed the best man for the job.

Berger immediately established a work
ing relationship with his Democratic coun
terpart, Gerald Edelstein. They agreed that 
although it was a partisan office, they would 
take down the walls separating the Republi
cans from the Democrats and would run the

office honestly, fairly and effectively for the 
people of Suffolk County.

Through Berger’s leadership and exec
utive skills, the office was brought into the 
20th century. It was computerized and mod
ernized. It has been pointed out as an 
example for other boards to emulate.

Berger’s dream has always been that 
people could vote from their homes using 
computers. Polling booths would be com
puterized so that winners could be 
announced a few minutes after the polls 
were closed. Berger’s dream will not come 
to fruition before he retires, but the ground 
work that he has laid will ease the Board of 
Elections into this next step of advanced 
communication.

Gerry established a work ethic at the 
board. He gave it his all and expected those 
who had political appointments to do the 
same. He became a legend in government 
in his own time.

Suffolk County will dearly miss him and 
we can only hope that his successor will 
carry on in the Berger tradition and not allow 
the board to become polarized, sinking 
back into that political swamp.

We wish the Bergers a wonderful retire
ment and hope Florida is everything they 
have dreamed it would be.

And why not?
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This is Our Independence Day
July 4, 1 9 9 9 , com m em o ra tes

Vmerica’s independence from tyranny, 
and taxation without representation.

, This day represents a  throwing off of 
the shackles im posed by a foreign gov

e rn m e n t.
On Independence Day, w e ce le 

brate our right to be free  in our pursuit 
of life, liberty and happiness; to freely  
think, to openly say or write w hat w e  
b g ^ v e ;  to pray and praise G od in any  

we see  fit. W e  are  free  to m ove at 
the drop of a  hat. W e  are  not required  
to be part of a  national registry w here  
all our personal and confidential infor
m ation is kept by the governm ent and  
contained on our identification cards.

W e  are  a llow ed to bear arm s to 
protect o u rse lves  or use them  for 
sporting purposes. T h ese  and other 
rights are  granted to us by our Consti
tution and the  Bill of Rights.

U n fo rtunate ly , m ost A m ericans  
take  these  rights for granted. O n e  only 
has to visit a  foreign country to begin to 
understand the  oppressiveness under 
which m ost o f the world lives.

O u r shores are  being flooded by

im m igrants who. know all too well the  
restrictions put on hum an beings in the  
countries they have left behind. Yes, 
m any of these immigrants have com e  
here for econom ic benefit, but if you 
take the tim e to discuss why they  
chose Am erica, they often mention  
freedom  as the main reason.

W e wish w e could say on this Inde
pendence D ay that our freedom s will 
go on forever and big governm ent is 
our best friend. Unfortunately, our a p a 
thy is allowing our freedom s to be 
eroded. P iece by piece, new restric
tions and regulations are  put into law  
by both bureaucrats  and by unin 
form ed voters supporting candidates  
w ho ca ter to the special in terest 
groups that are  highly vocal and orga
nized. *

Som e of our regulations border on 
the confiscation of our Constitutional 
rights. This is particularly true in over- 
ze a lo u s  env ironm enta l and zoning  
laws that elim inate the practical use of 
property. As you go up the ladder of 
g overnm ent, each branch im poses  
new laws. They  affect everyday life —

Buying Elected Officials?
W ait a  m inute!
C an  you believe this? Th ere  are  

som e LIPA trustees advocating the  
use of funds recovered through the  
$ 1 .2  billion Shoreham  certiorari aw ard, 
given to L ILC O , to buy the loyalty of 
m em bers of the Suffolk County Legis
lature?

W hoa! W ho do these  guys think 
they are?

In a letter written to LIPA chairm an  
R ichard  K esse l last w e e k , L IPA  
Trustee M ichael Faltischek (a N assau  
resident) expresses  sorrow that LIPA  
has not crushed the spirit of our coun
ty legislators w ho have been judicious
ly defending Suffolk rate payers from  
being ripped off yet again by Long 
Is land’s electric monopoly.

K essel, w ho also lives in N assau, 
actually had the  audacity  to read this 
letter into the  record last w eek  before  
the Suffolk Leg islature ’s Energy C o m 
m ittee.

Faltischek w ent on to say that, if 
any of the Shoreham  certiorari award  
w ere  recovered by LIPA, he would  
support LIPA “using portions of this 
recovery to fund the political c am 
paigns of rational candidates for the  
Suffolk C ounty Legislature.”

W hoa! T h ey  a re  advocating using 
the public’s m oney to financially sup
port candidates w ho would be loyal to 
LIPA?

If any of this m oney is recovered  
by LIPA, it is m oney that belongs to the  
ratepayers , not LIPA, and this m oney  
should be returned directly to those  
ratepayers.

But in s tead , w e  have  a LIPA

trustee advocating using a portion of 
that m oney —  our m oney —  to unseat 
current legislators because they are  
not in step with LIPA and its spurious 
agenda to maintain an electric m onop
oly on Long Island. If this is not incred
ible enough, w e then have the chair
man of LIPA reading such a scan
dalous letter into the official record at a 
county energy com m ittee meeting.

W hat are they thinking?
M ore importantly, the LIPA legisla

tion which created this new and arro
gant electric monopoly specifically pro
hibits LIPA, the state, the county or 
anyone else from collecting any of 
L IL C O ’s certiorari suits. That was part 
of the L ILC O -LIPA  buyout endorsed by 
the state.

In addition, Suffolk Suprem e Court 
Judge John J.J. Jones ruled in March  
tha t the  LIPA legislation “grants  
unqualified  im m unity to the taxing  
jurisdictions from the paym ent of tax 
refunds....” H e further stated that LIPA  
is “exem pted ... from the paym ent of 
any taxes upon the property acquired  
from L ILC O .”

Th ere  is no question as to what 
Judge Jones was saying. H e defended  
the rights of Suffolk’s ratepayers and  
its taxpayers. LIPA has no legal right to 
any tax m oney that w as due LILCO.

LIPA’s antics have becom e ludi
crous and border on incompetent.

T he  Suffolk Legislature must con
tinue  to fight these  inept robber 
barons, and the public should becom e  
outraged  by LIPA’s unrelenting  
shenanigans.

And why not?

from the foods w e eat to the medical 
care w e seek.

Supposedly, these regulations are  
passed for the good of all people, but 
too often, these rules and regulations 
are driven by greed and special inter
ests groups that wish to impose their 
will on us.

W e encourage every Am erican to 
take a little bit of tim e out of this holiday

to read our Constitution and our Bill of 
Rights. Be ever vigilant when new  laws  
are proposed. Do not hesitate to speak  
out. Apathy and ignorance are  the only 
things that will douse the flam es of lib
erty and freedom . W e  love Am erica  
and w e understand our responsibility 
to be ever involved and vigilant.

H appy Fourth of July.
And why not?

Did We Get Taken?
During the discussion period on the  

LIPA bailout of LILCO, we devoted a lot of 
space in this paper to the good, the bad and 
the ugly of the deal. We attempted to edu
cate every citizen in Suffolk County on the 
nuances that would affect them. We 
opposed the deal because we felt it was not 
in the best financial interest of the taxpayers 
or the ratepayers. We lost. We hoped that 
we would not be in a position, of having to 
write about this subject again. Yet, as we 
warned, we have been taken, flimflammed.

This past week an 18% share in the 
upstate nuclear power plant Nine Mile II was 
sold by the New York State Electric Gas 
Company to AmerGen for $27.9 million.

LIPA paid LILCO $663 million for this 
liability that they categorized as an asset. 
LIPA paid 30 times what the market value 
was for this property.

We warned that not only was the 
agreed upon price excessive, but buying 
LILCO’s 18% share committed us to pur
chasing 18% of the electrical output of this 
nuclear power plant.

The plant generates the most expen
sive electricity LIPA buys. Because of this ill- 
conceived investment, we purchase elec
tricity from the plant at around 11-cents a 
kilowatt hour. Electricity generated by the 
older LIPA fossil fuel plants costs 2- to 3- 
cents per kilowatt hour to generate.

In addition to the fiercely expensive 
electricity from Nine Mile II, we have the lia
bility of paying for the decommissioning of

the plant. It has been estimated that the cost 
of decommissioning an active nuclear 
power plant will exceed the cost of con
struction.

LIPA Chairman Richard Kessel was 
recently quoted as saying that LIPA would 
consider any offer for its share of the plant. 
Does this mean that if AmerGen offers LIPA 
$27.9 million that it just paid, that LIPA would 
sell? What will this loss do to the electrical 
rates?

Kessel defended LIPA’s exorbitant pay
ment by saying that it was all part of the deal 
and it was just the way that they applied the 
numbers that created the value. He went on 
to say that LIPA valued the Shoreham tax 
judgment at zero.

Suffolk County recently won a court 
case disallowing LIPA from collecting the 
Shoreham tax judgment. The legislation 
which created LIPA specifically stated that 
LIPA would not have the ability to collect any 
judgment and all certiorari suits would be 
ended.

Kessel and company have put their 
own spin on this, claiming that the Shore
ham tax judgment is an asset to which they 
are entitled. As Kessel has stated, LILCO 
valued the asset at zero. How can LIPA 
mysteriously claim that it is worth $1.4 bil
lion? Plain and simple, we have been taken 
and this is just the first revelation.

We must now put an end to this swindle 
once and for all.

And why not?
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